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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE

1§ December 1561

MEMORANDUM FOR: Commancer Bagley

SUBJECT : Characteristics of the Scuth Vietnamese
Goverament :

The following comments are respomsive to paragraph 2b and

2¢ of your memorandusx for of 28 Rovember 1961.

These comments complete the requirement.
1. Resignations from Diem Govermment

No avallable evidence substantiates reports that a
large nusber of top 3outh Vietnamese goverament personnel have
resigned in recent months because of increasing frustration.
Dissatisfaction among many officials, bhowever, is evideat from

the number of attempted or threatened resignations and in remarks
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critical of Diem's leadership which have been made to US officials.

This dissatisfaction undoubtedly differs im degree and has VAry-
ing causes such as adainistrative eéntnlian. discontent with
the authoritarianism of the regime, and exclusion from the
curreat "im-group." Haay officials probably are deterred froa
resignation because of reluctance as civil servants to become
publicly imvolved in political issues, concera over employment,

seniority, or fear of poesnible reprissls. It is also of note,
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however, that several top officials are porsons with little

porsonnl political loyalty to Diem or to his favored eatourage,

but are imcluded im the Eoverament for their technical qualifica-

tioms. Imcluded in this category are Rural Affairs Recraotary

Tran Le Quang, National Education Secratary Nguyen Quang Trink,

Public Yorks Secretary Xguyen Vam Dimh and Dean of Saigon Univer- 25X6
sity Law ¥aculty Vu Quoe Thuc.
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2. Assosnsment of Qualified Persomnel Mot im Governaent

We can offer oanly a generalinzed assessment of the
quantity and quality of persons mot now serving the government
of Scuth Vietnam but iesmod gqualified for servicedg, As an
underdeveloped and partitioned country, and a former coloamy
in which the developmort of respoasidle administrative talent
was nﬁt smcouraged, Houth Vietnam has a limited mumber of such
persons avalladle; mereover, gualified persons are not uniformly
ambitious for public office. There is uaéouhtoﬁlyikiacable
group of Vietnamese not now serving the govermment who are of
equal and in some cases butter calibre than some now in key
positions. A major resson for this are the demands placed
by Diem on tested loynlty among senior officials, which stems
both from Diem's own charscter and his justifiable concers
sser the motives of self-seeking groups such as the Dai Viet,
Cao Dai and Eoa Hao sects, and over possible Communist-penetra-
tion of tha goverpment{. ¥%hilemmany Vietnamese traditionally
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have been "fenscu-sittars” ad long as the future of their country
remalns unsettled, there is little question that the Diem regime
has alsc alienated meny quslified aon-Communist Vietnamese who
at ono time would have willimgly, 1if not enthusiastically,

supported his goverament.
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